
ASVATTHA: International Journal of Culture, Philosophy & Theology 

No: 17 10
th

 March 2007 

 

 
1HZ�5HOLJLRXV�0RYHPHQWV�DQG�*XUXV�

6HEDVWLDQ�$ODNNDSSLOO\�
�

7KLV� SDSHU� LV� DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� ORRN� DW� WKH� HYROXWLRQ�� IXQFWLRQ� DQG� LPSDFW� RI� WKH� QHZ�
UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV� LQ� ,QGLD��:H� SURSRVH� WR� FULWLFDOO\� DQDO\VH� WKH� UROH� SOD\HG� E\�
WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV� LQ�PDNLQJ�+LQGXLVP� D� OLYLQJ� UHDOLW\� IRU� WKH� FRQWHPSRUDU\�ZRUOG��
(PSKDVLV� LV� SODFHG�RQ� WKH� UHOHYDQFH� RI� WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV� DQG� WKHLU� FHQWUDO� ILJXUHV�
WRGD\��:H�EHJLQ�ZLWK�D�JHQHUDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�µQHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV¶�
IROORZHG�E\�D�EULHI�VWXG\�RI�WKH�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�,QGLD�
DQG� D� FULWLFDO� VFUXWLQ\� RI� D� FRXSOH� RI� VXFK� UHOHYDQW� PRYHPHQWV� LQ� WKH� SRVW�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�,QGLD��
�
7KH�1HZ�5HOLJLRXV�0RYHPHQWV�
7KH�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�LV�QRW�QHZ�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�+LQGXLVP��
7KH�ULVH�RI�FODVVLFDO�+LQGXLVP�LV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�PDQ\�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�RI�
WKH�WLPH��0HGLHYDO�+LQGXLVP�LV�VLPLODUO\�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�E\�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�D�YDULHW\�
RI�VXFK�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV��7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�VRPH�RI�WKHP�LV�DWWULEXWHG�WR�
WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�,VODP�RQ�WKH�,QGLDQ�VRLO��0RGHUQ�+LQGXLVP�LQ�WKH�SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
,QGLD�DJDLQ�IRXQG�H[SUHVVLRQ�LQ�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�PRVWO\�
DV� DQ� DQWLGRWH� WR� WKH� :HVWHUQ� DQG� &KULVWLDQ� LQIOXHQFHV� LQ� WKH� ZDNH� RI� WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� %ULWLVK� UXOH� LQ� ,QGLD�� 7KH� QHZ� +LQGX� UHOLJLRXV� ILJXUHV� DQG�
PRYHPHQWV�ZKLFK�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�RQ�WKH�,QGLDQ�VFHQH�GXULQJ�WKH�SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
SHULRG�DUH�QXPHURXV��7KXV�RQH�FRXOG�VD\�WKDW�WKH�SUH�DQG�SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH�SHULRG�
RI�,QGLD�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�VHYHUDO�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV��
��
7KH� H[SUHVVLRQ� ³QHZ� UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV´� FRPSULVHV� D�ZLGH� UDQJH� RI�PRYHPHQWV�
ZKLFK� UDQJH� IURP� ORRVH� DIILOLDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� QRYHO� DSSURDFKHV� WR� VSLULWXDOLW\� RU�
UHOLJLRQ�WR�FRPPXQLWDULDQ�HQWHUSULVHV�WKDW�GHPDQG�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�JURXS�
FRQIRUPLW\� DQG� VRFLDO� LGHQWLW\�� 7KLV� H[SUHVVLRQ� ZDV� LQWURGXFHG� LQ� WKH� ����V� E\�
VFKRODUV�DV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�WKH�ROGHU�WHUP�³FXOW�´�ZKLFK��GXULQJ�WKH�FXOW�GHEDWH�RI�
WKH� ����V�� DFTXLUHG� D� SHMRUDWLYH� FRQQRWDWLRQ�� DQG� ZDV� VXEVHTXHQWO\� XVHG�
LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\� E\� OD\� FULWLFV� WR� GLVSDUDJH� IDLWKV� ZKRVH� GRFWULQHV� WKH\� VDZ� DV�
XQXVXDO� RU� KHUHWLFDO�� 'HEDWHV� DPRQJ� DFDGHPLFV� RQ� WKH� DFFHSWDELOLW\� RI� WKH� ZRUG�
�FXOW�� FRQWLQXH� LQ� VFKRODUO\� UHVHDUFK�� 7KH� 2[IRUG� 'LFWLRQDU\� GHILQHV� ³FXOW´� DV� ³D�
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V\VWHP� RI� UHOLJLRXV� RU� VSLULWXDO� EHOLHIV�� HVSHFLDOO\� DQ� LQIRUPDO� DQG� WUDQVLHQW� EHOLHI�
V\VWHP� UHJDUGHG� E\� RWKHUV� DV� PLVJXLGHG�� XQRUWKRGR[�� H[WUHPLVW�� RU� IDOVH�� DQG�
GLUHFWHG� E\� D� FKDULVPDWLF�� DXWKRULWDULDQ� OHDGHU�´� 6XFK� D� GHILQLWLRQ� PD\� QRW� EH�
DSSOLFDEOH�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�PRVW�RI�WKH�+LQGX�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV��+RZHYHU��³FXOW´�DV�
DQ�³LGROL]DWLRQ�RI�VRPHERG\�RU�VRPHWKLQJ´�VHHPV�WR�EH�PRUH�UHOHYDQW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
RI�+LQGX�PRYHPHQWV��ZKLFK�VWUHVV�DQ�H[WUHPH�RU�H[FHVVLYH�DGPLUDWLRQ�IRU�D�SHUVRQ��
SKLORVRSK\�RI�OLIH��RU�DFWLYLW\��
�
6RPH�VFKRODUV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�VRFLRORJ\�RI�UHOLJLRQ��XVH�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ��QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�
PRYHPHQW��WR�GHVFULEH�DQ\�QRQ�PDLQVWUHDP�UHOLJLRQ��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�XVH��QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�
PRYHPHQW�� IRU� WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�EHQLJQ�DOWHUQDWLYH� UHOLJLRQV��7KH\� � UHVHUYH� �FXOW�� WR�
ODEHO�JURXSV� �ZKLFK�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�PDQLSXODWLYH�DQG�H[SORLWDWLYH��:KLOH� WKHUH� LV�QR�
RQH�FULWHULRQ�IRU�GHVFULELQJ�D�JURXS�DV�D��QHZ��UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQW��LW�XVXDOO\�UHIHUV�
WR� ERWK�PRYHPHQWV� RI� UHFHQW� RULJLQ� DQG� WKRVH� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� H[LVWLQJ� UHOLJLRQV�� ,W�
PD\�EH�GHILQHG�DV�D�UHOLJLRXV�IDLWK��RU�DQ�HWKLFDO��VSLULWXDO�RU�SKLORVRSKLFDO�PRYHPHQW�
RI� ³UHFHQW� RULJLQ´� WKDW� LV� QRW� SDUW� RI� DQ� HVWDEOLVKHG� WUDGLWLRQDO� UHOLJLRXV� ERG\�� 7KH�
GHILQLWLRQV�RI� �RI� UHFHQW�RULJLQ��YDU\�JUHDWO\��VRPH�DXWKRUV�VHH�DV�QHZ�PRYHPHQWV�
WKRVH�RULJLQDWLQJ�RU�DSSHDULQJ�LQ�D�QHZ�FRQWH[W�DIWHU�:RUOG�:DU�,,��RWKHUV�GHILQH�DV�
QHZ� HYHU\WKLQJ� RULJLQDWLQJ� DIWHU� WKH� %DKDL� )DLWK� �PLG� ��WK� FHQWXU\��� RU� HYHQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�RULJLQDWLQJ�DIWHU�6LNKLVP����WK�FHQWXU\�����
�
³1HZ´�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�H[LVWLQJ�UHOLJLRQV�UHIHUV�E\�FRPPRQ�FRQVHQVXV�
WR� DOO� PRYHPHQWV� ZKLFK� DUH� QRW� SDUW� RI� DQ\� H[LVWLQJ� UHOLJLRQ�� 6RPH� DXWKRUV� DOVR�
FRXQW�DV�QHZ� WKRVH�PRYHPHQWV�ZKLFK�DUH�� LQ� UHOLJLRXV�VFLHQFH�� VHHQ�DV�SDUW�RI�DQ�
H[LVWLQJ� UHOLJLRQ� ZKLFK� LV� WUXH� LQ� WKH� FDVH� RI� PRVW� RI� WKH� QHZ� +LQGX� UHOLJLRXV�
PRYHPHQWV�� 6RPH� DXWKRUV� DOVR� FRQVLGHU� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� DV� QHZ� ZKHQ� WKH\�
DSSHDU�LQ�D�QHZ�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�DQG�SUHVHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�GLVWLQFW�IURP�WUDGLWLRQDO�
UHOLJLRQ�� H�J��� QHZ�+LQGX� RU� %XGGKLVW� JURXSV� LQ� WKH�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG�� 7KHUH� DUH� DOVR�
JURXSV� ZKLFK� DUH� E\� VRPH� RU� PDQ\� DXWKRUV� VHHQ� DV� QHZ� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV��
WKRXJK�WKH\�GR�QRW�GHILQH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�UHOLJLRQV���
�
3UH�DQG�3RVW�,QGHSHQGHQFH�0RYHPHQWV�
:H�FDQ�GLVWLQJXLVK� WKH�+LQGX� UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�EHWZHHQ� WKRVH� WKDW�HPHUJHG� LQ�
WKH�SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�SHULRG�DQG� LQ� WKH�SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH�SHULRG��%UDKPR�6DPDM��
                                           
1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_religious_movement, downloaded on 08-08-06. 
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$U\D�6DPDM��5DPDNULVKQD�0LVVLRQ��+LQGX�0DKDVDEKD��$QDQGD�0DUJ��HWF���HPHUJHG�LQ�
WKH� SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH� SHULRG�� +DUH� .ULVKQD� 0RYHPHQW�� 'LYLQH� /LJKW� 0LVVLRQ�� WKH�
7UDQVFHQGHQWDO� 0HGLWDWLRQ� 0RYHPHQW�� WKH� 5DMQHHVK� 0RYHPHQW�� WKH� 6DL� %DED�
0RYHPHQW�� 6UL� 6UL� 5DYL� 6DQNDU�� 0DWD� $PUWDQDQGDPD\L�� HWF��� EHORQJ� WR� SRVW�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�SHULRG��.��0��3DQLNNDU�KDV�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�QHZ�PRYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�SUH�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�SHULRG�FROOHFWLYHO\�DV�WKH�+LQGX�5HIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�QRWHV�WKDW�ERWK�WKH�
FRPELQHG�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�WKH�TXDOLWDWLYH�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�+LQGX�
FRQWH[W�ZHUH�EURXJKW�DERXW�E\�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQWV�RI�,QGLDQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH����
�
7KH�1DWLRQDO�PRYHPHQW�LQ�,QGLD�KDG�LWV�GHHS�URRWV�LQ�WKH�VRFLR�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�.XODNNDWW��WKRXJK�WKH�LGHD�RI�UHIRUPLQJ�WKH�,QGLDQ�
VRFLHW\� DQG� LWV� VRFLR�UHOLJLRXV� SUDFWLFHV� ZDV� SURSRVHG� E\� WKH� (QJOLVK�PLVVLRQDULHV��
WKHLU� LPSUXGHQW� SUHDFKLQJ� RI� WKH� &KULVWLDQ� UHOLJLRQ� DQG� WKHLU� YHKHPHQW� DWWDFNV�
DJDLQVW� +LQGX� UHOLJLRQ� DQG� LWV� SUDFWLFHV� DURXVHG� WKH� +LQGX� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� IURP� WKHLU�
GHVSRQGHQF\���7KH\�UHDFWHG�LQJHQLRXVO\�DJDLQVW�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�WKHVH�PLVVLRQDULHV�
DQG� WKHLU� DWWDFNV�� DQG� GHIHQGHG� WKHLU� UHOLJLRQ� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�� $V� D� UHVXOW�� VHYHUDO�
VRFLR�UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� KDYH� FRPH� XS��� 7KHVH� PRYHPHQWV� ODWHU� EHFDPH�
FRQWULEXWRU\� IDFWRUV� LQ� WKH�QDWLRQDO�PRYHPHQW� IRU� LQGHSHQGHQFH��+RZHYHU�� LQ�PRVW�
FDVHV� WKHVH� VRFLR�UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� GLG� QRW� RSHQO\� LGHQWLI\� WKHPVHOYHV� ZLWK�
QDWLRQDOLVP��EXW� LQVWHDG��PDLQWDLQHG� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH� VWULFWO\� UHOLJLRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
7KH� 5DPDNULVKQD� PRQNV� UHPDLQHG� ODUJHO\� RXWVLGH� SROLWLFV� DV� GLG� WKH� 5DGKDVRDPL�
6DWVDQJ��EXW� WKH�$U\D�6DPDM� IRXQG� LWVHOI� LQFUHDVLQJO\�GUDZQ� LQWR�SROLWLFDO� DFWLRQ� LQ�
GHIHQFH� RI� WKH� +LQGX� FRPPXQLW\� WKURXJK� LWV� VKXGGKL� FDPSDLJQV�� DQWL�0XVOLP�
VDW\DJUDKDV��DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQWV��3ROLWLFV�LQ�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�ZDV�
QRW�VROHO\� IRFXVHG�RQ�QDWLRQDOLVW�FRPSHWLWLRQ��EXW�HQFRPSDVVHG�QXPHURXV� IRUPV�RI�
FDVWH��FRPPXQDO�� UHJLRQDO�DQG�FODVV�VWUXJJOHV�� �7KH�6UL�1DUD\DQD�*XUX�0RYHPHQW��
IRU�H[DPSOH��ZDV�GLYLGHG�EHWZHHQ�LWV�UHOLJLRXV�DVSHFW�DQG�LWV�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�XSOLIW�RI�
WKH�XQWRXFKDEOHV���
�
                                           
2
 Panikkar, The Foundations of New India, 36. 

3
 Kulakkatt, Trade, Politics and Religion, xi. 

4
  It is interesting to note the policy of East India Company towards missionaries and Christian mission. As 

Kulakkatt points out, “there are four types of opinion among the scholars about the religious policy of  East 

India company: that it was anti-missionary; indifferent to religions; favourable to the native religions; and 

was very inconsistent. But the fact is that the company consistently followed a policy of accepting or 

rejecting the missionaries and their activities in view of the ensuing consequences of such an action on the 

mercantile and imperial interests of the Company.” Kulakkatt, Trade, Politics and Religion, 416.  
5
 Jones, Socio Religious Reform Movements, 208. 
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:KLOH�WKH�SUH�,QGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV�FRXOG�VHUYH�DV�FDWDO\VW�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�H[WHQW�
LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��WKH�UHYLYDO�DQG�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�+LQGXLVP�ZDV�
WKH�PDLQ�WKUXVW�RI�DOO�WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV��7KH�VDPH�KROGV�WUXH�RI�PRYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�
SRVW�,QGHSHQGHQFH�SHULRG�� 7KXV�ZLWK� WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW� RI� ,QGLDQ� ,QGHSHQGHQFH� WKH�
SRVW�,QGHSHQGHQFH� PRYHPHQWV� IRFXV� WKHLU� DWWHQWLRQ� PRUH� RQ� WKH� H[SDQVLRQ� RI�
+LQGXLVP�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�:HVW���
�
9LYHNDQDQGD¶V� FRQFHSWV� RI� .DUPD� <RJD� DQG� VHOI�KHOS� JHQHUDWHG� D� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI�
UHOLJLRQ�DQG�VRFLDO�VHUYLFH�ZKLFK�ZDV�QHZ�WR�+LQGXLVP�ZKLOH�GHIHQGLQJ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
ULWXDOV�DQG�EHOLHIV�RI�RUWKRGR[\��,Q�WKH�SURFHVV�9LYHNDQDQGD�KLPVHOI�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�
WKH� PRVW� SRSXODU� ILJXUHV� LQ� WKH� +LQGX� ZRUOG�� 7R� PDQ\� KH� UHSUHVHQWHG� D� UHYLYHG�
+LQGXLVP�WKDW�PHW�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�:HVWHUQ�FULWLFV�DQG�VXFFHHGHG�DJDLQVW�WKHP�LQ�
WKHLU�RZQ�KRPH�WHUULWRU\��7KH�VRFLR�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�RI� WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�
DGGHG� D� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� VRFLDO� VHUYLFH� WR� +LQGXLVP� WKDW� KDG� QRW� EHHQ� SUHVHQW�
SUHYLRXVO\��7KH�5DPDNULVKQD�PRYHPHQW�KDG�FUHDWHG�D�SHUPDQHQW� V\VWHP�RI� VRFLDO�
VHUYLFH� WKURXJK� LWV� PRQNV� ZKR� SUDFWLVHG� PHGLFLQH�� WDXJKW� LQ� VFKRROV� DQG�
DGPLQLVWHUHG�D�YDULHW\�RI�UHOLHI�PHDVXUHV��)RU�WKH�5DPDNULVKQD�PRQNV�DQG�QXQV��WKLV�
W\SH� RI� DFWLRQ� ZDV� WKH� PDLQ� H[SUHVVLRQ� RI� WKHLU� UHOLJLRXV� FRQYLFWLRQV�� 2WKHU�
PRYHPHQWV��KRZHYHU��FRQGXFWHG�VLPLODU�W\SHV�RI�VRFLDO�VHUYLFH�DV�DQ�DGMXQFW�WR�WKHLU�
RYHUDOO� UHOLJLRXV� SURJUDPPH�� 'XULQJ� WKH� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\�� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV�
FRQWLQXHG� WR� FRQGXFW�DQG�H[SDQG� WKHLU� VRFLDO�VHUYLFH��DV�QHZ�VHFXODU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
HQWHUHG� WKLV� ILHOG«��7KHVH�PRYHPHQWV� DGGHG�D�GLPHQVLRQ�RI� VRFLDO� VHUYLFH� WR� WKHLU�
UHOLJLRXV�DFWLYLW\��
�
7KH�,QGLDQ�PL[WXUH�RI�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�VRFLDO�VHUYLFH�ZDV�H[SRUWHG�WR�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�
FRXQWULHV��SULPDULO\� WKRVH�ZLWK�+LQGX� LPPLJUDQWV��7KH�+LQGX�PRYHPHQWV�H[SDQGHG�
ERWK� ZLWKLQ� 6RXWK� $VLD� DQG� EH\RQG�� ZLWK� WKH� UHVXOW� WKDW� +LQGXLVP� EHFDPH� DQ�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� UHOLJLRQ� IRU� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH� LQ� PRGHUQ� KLVWRU\�� 7KLV� QHZ� GLPHQVLRQ� RI�
+LQGXLVP�FDPH�WKURXJK�WKH�HPLJUDWLRQ�RI�+LQGXV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�%ULWLVK�(PSLUH�DQG��
HYHQWXDOO\�� WR� FRXQWULHV� EH\RQG� LW�� 6RFLR�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV� WUDYHOOHG� ZLWK� WKHVH�
PLJUDQWV��$PRQJ�+LQGXV��WKH�$U\D�6DPDM�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKLV�W\SH�RI�H[SDQVLRQ�WR�LWV�
ZLGHVW�H[WHQW��ZKLOH�WKH�1DUD\DQD�*XUX�6RFLHW\�DQG�WKH�5DGKDVRDPL�6DWVDQJ�ZHUH�

                                           
6
 Jones, Socio Religious Reform Movements, 208. 
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PRUH� OLPLWHG� LQ� WKHLU� RYHUVHDV� H[SDQVLRQ�� DW� OHDVW� ZLWKLQ� WKH� \HDUV� EHIRUH�
,QGHSHQGHQFH���
�
$� FORVHU� ORRN� DW� WKHVH� PRYHPHQWV� VKRZV� WKDW� WKH\� GLVSOD\� D� EDVLF� VLPLODULW\� RI�
SDWWHUQV�� 6KDUPD� ODEHOV� WKHVH� SDWWHUQV� DV� RULHQWDWLRQV��� 7KH� ILUVW� RULHQWDWLRQ� LV�
FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� �D�� HPSKDVLV� RQ� VFLHQFH� DQG� UDWLRQDOLW\�� �E�� ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR�
DVVLPLODWH� IURP� WKH� :HVW�� �F�� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� RQH¶V� WUDGLWLRQ�� FRPELQHG� ZLWK� �G��
DEVHQFH� RI� DQWDJRQLVP� WRZDUGV�� DQG� HYHQ� DSSUHFLDWLRQ� RI�� RWKHU� FXOWXUHV� DQG�
UHOLJLRQV��$PEURLVH�SUHVHQWV�WKH�%UDKPR�6DPDM�RI�0RKDQ�5R\�DV�WKH�H[DPSOH�IRU�WKH�
ILUVW�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV���5R\¶V�HIIRUW�ZDV�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�
+LQGXLVP�LV�RQ�SDU�ZLWK�DOO�JUHDW�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�LV�YDOLG�IRU�,QGLDQV��
�
2ULHQWDWLRQ� WZR� LV� FKDUDWHUL]HG� E\� �D�� HPSKDVLV� RQ� UDWLRQDOLW\� FRPELQHG� ZLWK�
UHYHODWLRQ���E��ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�DVVLPLODWH� IURP�WKH�:HVW���F��FRQILGHQFH� LQ�RQH¶V�RZQ�
WUDGLWLRQ�ILQGLQJ�H[SUHVVLRQ�LQ�PLVVLRQDU\�DFWLYLW\��DQG��G��D�PLOLWDQW�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�
RWKHU� WUDGLWLRQV�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� $PEURLVH�� WKH� $U\D� 6DPDM� RI� 'D\DQDQGD� H[LKLELWV�
WKHVH� RULHQWDWLRQV�� 'D\DQDQDGD� FRQFHLYHG� KLV� 6DPDM� LQ� FORVH� UHVHPEODQFH� WR� WKH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RI� WKH� &KXUFK� ZLWK� LWV� FHQWUDO� DXWKRULW\� DQG� QHWZRUN� RI� SDULVKHV� DQG�
VXE�FHQWUHV�� +H� PDGH� LW� REOLJDWRU\� IRU� DOO� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� 6DPDM� WR� UHDG�� WHDFK��
UHFLWH� DQG� OLVWHQ� WR� UHFLWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� 9HGDV� JLYLQJ� D� PLVVLRQDU\� FKDUDFWHU� WR�
+LQGXLVP���� +H� H[WROOHG� +LQGXLVP� DV� WKH� EHVW� SRVVLEOH� UHOLJLRQ� QRW� MXVW� YDOLG� IRU�
,QGLDQV�EXW�D�PXVW�IRU�WKHP��
�
7KH� WKLUG�RULHQWDWLRQ� LV�FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\��D��HPSKDVLV�RQ� UDWLRQDOLW\�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
P\VWLFLVP�� �E�� ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� KHOS� DVVLPLODWH� PDWHULDO� WHFKQLTXHV� RI� WKH� :HVW��
RIIHULQJ� LQ� UHWXUQ� WKH� VSLULWXDO� WHFKQLTXHV� RI� WKH� (DVW�� �F�� VHOI�FRQILGHQFH� LQ� RQH¶V�
WUDGLWLRQ�� H[SUHVVHG� LQ� DQ� DWWLWXGH� RI� QHLWKHU� ZLVKLQJ� WR� FRQYHUW� DZD\� IURP� LW� QRU�
ZLVKLQJ�RWKHUV� WR� FRQYHUW� WR� LW�� FRPELQHG�ZLWK� WKH�SURSDJDWLRQ�RI�+LQGX� LGHDV�DQG�
LGHDOV�� DQG� �G�� HPSKDVLV� RQ� XQLYHUVDOLW\�� $V�$PEURLVH� SRLQWV� RXW� WKH�5DPDNULVKQD�
PRYHPHQW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�WKLUG�RULHQWDWLRQ�VKRZLQJ�WKDW�+LQGXLVP�DV�D�UHOLJLRQ�FDQ�
QRW� RQO\� ERUURZ� IURP� RWKHU� FXOWXUDO� HOHPHQWV� EXW� FDQ� DOVR� FRQWULEXWH� WR� RWKHU�

                                           
7
 Jones, Socio Religious Reform Movements, 207. 

8
 Sharma, “New Hindu Religious Movements,”  221. 

9
 Ambroise, “Hindu Religious Movements,” 367. 

10
 Ambroise, “Hindu Religious Movements,”369. 
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UHOLJLRQV���� ,Q� VKRUW��+LQGXLVP�ZDV� VKRZQ�DV�D�XQLYHUVDO� UHOLJLRQ�YDOLG�QRW� RQO\� IRU�
,QGLDQV�EXW�WR�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�WR�WKH�PDWHULDOLVWLF�:HVW��
�
:KDW�RQH�QRWLFHV�LQ�WKHVH�PRGHUQ�PRYHPHQWV�LV�WKHLU�DWWHPSW�WR�VKRZ�XQLYHUVDOLW\�
ZKLOH� EHLQJ� URRWHG� LQ� WKH� SDUWLFXODULW\� RI� WKHLU� UHOLJLRXV� LGHDOV� ZKLFK� DUH� EHLQJ�
SURMHFWHG� DV� XQLYHUVDO�� $JDLQ�� SUHVHQWLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� QHXWUDO� LQ� WKHLU� DSSURDFK�
WRZDUGV� FRQYHUVLRQ�� WKH\� SURPRWH� FRQYHUVLRQ� DOOHJHGO\� LQ� WKH� QDPH� RI� ILOOLQJ� WKH�
µVSLULWXDO� YDFXXP¶� RI� WKH� PDWHULDOLVWLF� :HVW�� 7KH� VSLULWXDO� LQ� WXUQ� UHVXOWV� LQ� WKH�
PDWHULDO�ZKLOH� WKH�DIIOXHQW�PDWHULDOO\�VXSSRUW� WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV��7KH� µVHOOLQJ�RI� WKH�
VSLULWXDO�ZDUHV¶�PDNHV�WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV�JHW�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG����7KH�
6DL�%DED�WUDGLWLRQ��$PULWDQDQGDPD\L��5DYL�6DQNDU�DQG�RWKHUV�DUH�WKH�EHVW�H[DPSOHV�
RI�VXFK�RULHQWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�WLPHV���
�
:H�IRFXV�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�D�JHQHUDO�VWXG\�RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�+LQGX�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�
RI� WKH� SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH� ,QGLD�ZLWK� VSHFLDO� UHIHUHQFH� WR� WKH�6DWK\D�6DL� %DED� DQG�
0DWD�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�PRYHPHQWV�DV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�VFKRROV��
�
7KH�6DL�%DED�0RYHPHQW�
7KH�6DL�%DED�PRYHPHQW�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�WKH�ILJXUH�RI�6UL�6DW\D�6DL�%DED��D�VSLULWXDO�
OHDGHU�FODLPLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW� IROORZLQJ�LQ�WKH�UHFHQW�SDVW��ZLWK����PLOOLRQ�GHYRWHHV� LQ�
���� FRXQWULHV� DURXQG� WKH� ZRUOG�� 6DL� %DED� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� ����� LQ� WKH� YLOODJH� RI�
3XWWDSDUWKL�LQ�WKH�$QDQWDSXU�GLVWULFW�RI�$QGKUD�3UDGHVK��,W�ZDV�LQ�������DW�WKH�DJH�RI�
����WKH�ER\�FDOOHG�6DWK\D�1DUD\DQD�5DMX�FODLPHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�DQ�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�6DL�
%DED� RI� 6KLUGL� LQ� 0DKDUDVKWUD�� 7KDW� µ*UDQG� 'HFODUDWLRQ¶� FKDQJHG� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO¶V�
GHVWLQ\� �� DQG� D� YLOODJH¶V� WRR�� ,Q� WKH� ����V� KH� HVWDEOLVKHG� KLV� DVKUDP� 3UDVDQWKL�
1LOD\DP��³$ERGH�RI�3HDFH´�� LQ�D�QRQGHVFULSW�KDPOHW��3XWWDSDUWKL��+LV�IDPH�JUHZ�DV�
WKH�PLUDFOH�ZRUNHU�DQG�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�6KLUGL�6DL��,Q�D�VRFLHW\�JRYHUQHG�E\�D�VWULFW�
FDVWH� KLHUDUFK\�� KLV� IDPLO\¶V� RULJLQV� DV� D� FRZKHUG� SHRSOH� RI� WKH� %KDWWDUDMX�
FRPPXQLW\�� FRQVDQJXLQHRXV� WR� WKH� EDFNZDUG� FDVWH� .DSXV�� KDYH� QHYHU� EHHQ� DQ�
LVVXH�� ,W�ZDV� LQ������KH�PDGH�KLV� VHFRQG�PDMRU� FODLP� WKDW�KH�ZDV�DQ� LQFDUQDWLRQ�
�DYDWDU�� RI� 6LYD�� 7KXV� 6DL� %DED� PDGH� WZR� SULPDU\� DVVRFLDWLRQV�� WKH� ILUVW�

                                           
11

 Ambroise, “Hindu Religious Movements,” 372. 
12

 It is a paradox that while accusing other religions of receiving money from abroad for their support most 

of these movements witness today the same phenomenon in themselves. 
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UHLQFDUQDWRU\�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�LQFDUQDWRU\��WKH�ILUVW�ZLWK�6KLUGL���6DL�%DED��WKH�VHFRQG�
ZLWK�6LYD��7KHVH�ERRVWHG�KLV�IROORZLQJ���
�
7KH�FODLP�WR�EH�DQ�DYDWDU� LV�E\�QR�PHDQV�XQFRPPRQ�DPRQJ�+LQGX�KRO\�PHQ��%XW�
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�ZK\�VKRXOG�6DWK\D�6DL�%DED�VHHN�D�SDUWLFXODU�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�JRG�
6LYD�LV�SX]]OLQJ��,W�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�PDLQWDLQHG�WKDW�6LYD�ZDV�DQ�µDOLHQ¶�JRG�ZKR�ZDV�
DVVLPLODWHG� LQWR� WKH� +LQGX� SDQWKHRQ���� ,I� VXFK�� LQGHHG�� ZDV� WKH� FDVH�� 6KDUPD�
REVHUYHV� WKDW�6LYD�ZRXOG�EH�EHWWHU� TXDOLILHG� WR�SUHVLGH�RYHU� WKH� LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�
LQIOXHQFHV� RI� DQ� µDOLHQ¶�:HVW�ZLWK� +LQGXLVP��0RUHRYHU�� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� 6LYD� LV� D� JRG�
PRUH� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� FRVPLF� FKDQJH� PDNHV� KLP� LGHDOO\� VXLWHG� IRU� PHGLDWLQJ�
WUDQVLWLRQ� LQ� D� VRFLHW\� XQGHUJRLQJ� ZLGHVSUHDG� DQG� UDSLG� VRFLDO� FKDQJH���� )URP� D�
VRFLRORJLFDO� SHUVSHFWLYH�� 6DL� %DED¶V� IROORZLQJ� FRPHV� IURP�DOO� FODVVHV� RI� WKH� VRFLHW\�
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� WULEDO� DQG� GDOLW� JURXSV�� ,QGLD� LV� XQGHUJRLQJ� UDSLG� VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�
FKDQJHV� DV� WKH� SURFHVVHV� RI� LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ�� XUEDQL]DWLRQ�� PRGHUQL]DWLRQ� DQG�
:HVWHUQL]DWLRQ�JDWKHU�SDFH��7KLV�KDV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�DOO�FODVVHV��FDXJKW�
XS�LQ�WKH�WHQVLRQV�JHQHUDWHG�E\�FRPSHWLQJ�FODLPV�RI�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�PRGHUQLW\��7KH�6DL�
%DED�PRYHPHQW�HQDEOHV�SHRSOH�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�PRGHUQLW\�DV�
WKH�FRXQWU\�PRGHUQL]HV����
�
6DL�%DED�GHILQHV�KLV�PLVVLRQ�DV��D��9HGDSRVKDQD��SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�9HGD���E��9LGYDWZD�
SRVKDQD��SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�ZLVGRP���F��%KDNWD�UDNVKDQD��VDOYDWLRQ�RI�GHYRWHHV���DQG�
G��'KDUPDUDNVKDQD��SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV���%DED�VD\V�WKDW�KH�KDV�FRPH�WR�
LPSODQW�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�GLYLQLW\�RI�PDQ��2Q�DQRWKHU�RFFDVLRQ�KH�VDLG�WKDW�KLV�PDLQ�WDVN�LV�
WKH�UH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�9HGDQWD�DQG�WKH�9HGDQWLF�ZD\�RI�OLIH�LQ�,QGLD�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
+LV�GHFODUHG�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�µUHFRQVWUXFW�WKH�DQFLHQW�KLJKZD\�WR�*RG¶�UHVWRULQJ�SHRSOHV¶�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG�DQG�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�VSLULWXDO�KHULWDJH�RI�,QGLD��DQG�HYHU�HPSKDVL]LQJ�
WKH� EDVLF� SULQFLSOHV� RI�6DW\D� �WUXWK���'KDUPD� �ULJKWHRXVQHVV���6KDQWL� �SHDFH��� DQG�
3UHPD��ORYH��DV�NH\V�WR�WKH�VSLULWXDO�JURZWK�RI�KXPDQNLQG��
�
%DED� WHDFKHV� XQLYHUVDO� UHOLJLRQ�� +H� DWWUDFWV� GHYRWHHV� IURP� DOO� UHOLJLRQV�� VHFWV� DQG�
FXOWXUHV�� IURP�$VLD�DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH�:HVW��6DL� LV�QRW�D� MHDORXV�JRG��<RX�FDQ�ZRUVKLS�
&KULVW� RU� .ULVKQD� RU� $OODK�� KH� VD\V�� DQG� VWLOO� EHOLHYH� LQ� KLP�� 7KLV� KDV� REYLRXVO\�

                                           
13

 Hiriyanna, Essentials of Indian Philosophy, 38ff. 
14

 Sharma, “New Hindu Religious Movements,” 230. 
15

 Sharma, “New Hindu Religious Movements,” 231. 
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ZLGHQHG�KLV�DSSHDO��%HVLGHV�FODLPLQJ�WR�EH�6DL�%DED�LQFDUQDWH��6DL� LV�SHUKDSV�EHVW�
NQRZQ� IRU�SURGXFLQJ�9LEKXWL�� WKH�VDFUHG�DVK�SUL]HG� IRU� LWV�VDFUDPHQWDO�DQG�KHDOLQJ�
TXDOLWLHV�� ,Q�KLV�HDUO\�GD\V��6DL�%DED�XVHG�KLV� ³PLUDFOHV�´�EXW�QRZ�KH� UHDOLVHV� WKDW�
WKHUH�LV�QHHG�IRU�D�PRUH�ODVWLQJ�LPSDFW��LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�VFKRROV��KRVSLWDOV�DQG�GULQNLQJ�
ZDWHU�SURMHFWV�DQG�RWKHU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�VHUYLFHV��+H�VD\V��³PDQDYD�VHYD�LV�PDGKDYD�
VHYD´� �VHUYLFH� WR�PDQ� LV� VHUYLFH� WR�*RG���+H�VWUHVVHV� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI� VHUYLFH� WR�
KXPDQLW\� LQ�KLV�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WKDW�³WKH�KDQGV�WKDW�VHUYH�DUH�KROLHU� WKDQ�WKH�OLSV�WKDW�
SUD\�´���7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�VHUYHG�DUH�ORRNHG�XSRQ�DV�HPERGLPHQWV�RI�WKH�GLYLQH��
�
2YHU� WKH� \HDUV� 6DL� %DED¶V� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� KDV� EHHQ� VHUYHG� E\� D� JDOD[\� RI� FLYLO�
VHUYHQWV�� 7KHUH� LV� LQWHQVH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� RI� SRZHU� WKURXJK� WKHVH� FLYLO� VHUYDQWV�� ,Q�
VRPH�ZD\V��WKH�,QGLD�7RGD\�RSLQHV�WKDW�³LW�LV�WKH�VSLULWXDO�DQVZHU�WR�'HOKL¶V�6KDVWUL�
%KDYDQ�´���7KH�IROORZHUV�RI�6DL�GHFODUH�WKDW�WKH\�GLUHFW�DOO�WKHLU�GHYRWLRQ�WR�WKH�JRGV�
RU� *RG� WKURXJK� 6DL� ZKRVH� SKRWRJUDSKV� WDNH� WKH� SODFH� RI� DQ\� RWKHU� LPDJH� LQ� WKH�
GRPHVWLF�ZRUVKLS��7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�GUDZQ�WR�WKH�JXUXV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�ODUJH�SXEOLF�WKDW�
PD\� QRW� HYHQ� VHH� WKHP�YHU\� RIWHQ�� RU�PD\� NQRZ� WKHP�EHVW� LQ� SKRWRJUDSKV� RU� LQ�
QHZVSDSHU�DUWLFOHV�DSSUHKHQG�WKHLU�³UHDOLW\´�LQ�D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�ZD\��7KLV�LV�WKH�HIIHFW�
RI�GDUVKDQ�ZKHWKHU�SUR[LPDWH�RU�GLVWDQW��,W�FUHDWHV�DQ�LQGLVVROXEOH�ERQG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
0DVWHU� DQG� WKH� GLVFLSOH�� 7KLV� LV� GHVFULEHG� E\� +LQGXV� DV� WKH� FORVHVW� RI� DOO� KXPDQ�
UHODWLRQVKLSV��,W�DIIRUGV�WR�WKH�GHYRWHHV�QRW�RQO\�D�VHQVH�RI�DWWUDFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�JXUX��
EXW�WKH�FRPPRQ�GHYRWLRQ�WR�WKH�JXUX�FUHDWHV�D�ERQG�DPRQJ�WKH�GHYRWHHV��:KHUHDV�
LW�LV�GLIILFXOW�IRU�+LQGXV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�FDVWHV��VRFLDO�VWDWXV�RU�ZHDOWK�WR�PHHW�WRJHWKHU�
DQG�EH�DW�HDVH�LQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�OLIH��\HW�LQ�KRPHV��DVKUDPV��DQG�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�D�VRFLDOO\�XQLI\LQJ�H[SHULHQFH�EHFRPHV�SRVVLEOH�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�D�FKDULVPDWLF�PDVWHU��
�
0DWD�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�
0DWD� $PULWDQDQGDPD\L�� DOVR� NQRZQ� E\� KHU� IROORZHUV� DV� 
$PPD
�� 
$PPDFKL
� RU�

0RWKHU
��ERUQ�RQ�6HSWHPEHU������������ZDV�ERUQ�6XGKDPDQL� LQ�D�VPDOO�YLOODJH�� LQ�
.HUDOD�6WDWH��6XGKDPDQL�ZDV�ERUQ� LQWR�D� IDPLO\�RI� ILVKHUPHQ��+HU�VFKRROLQJ�HQGHG�
ZKHQ� VKH� ZDV� QLQH�� DQG� VKH� EHJDQ� WR� WDNH� FDUH� RI� KHU� \RXQJHU� VLEOLQJV� DQG� WKH�
IDPLO\�GRPHVWLF�ZRUN�IXOO�WLPH��)URP�WKHVH�KXPEOH�EHJLQQLQJV�VWDUWHG�WKH�MRXUQH\�RI�
D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�RQ�WKH�SDWK�WR��XQLYHUVDO�PRWKHUKRRG����+HU�GHYRWHHV�FODLP�WKDW�VKH�

                                           
16

 Cited in A. Zachariah, Modern Religions & Secular Movements, 236. 
17

Menon &  Malik, “Test of Faith,” 44. 
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KDG� PDQ\� P\VWLFDO� H[SHULHQFHV� DV� D� FKLOG�� 6LQFH� ������ VKH� KDV� EHHQ� WHDFKLQJ�
VSLULWXDO� DVSLUDQWV� DOO� RYHU� WKH� ZRUOG�� 6KH� IRXQGHG� D� ZRUOGZLGH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� WKH�
0DWD� $PULWDQDQGDPD\L� 0LVVLRQ� 7UXVW�� ZKLFK� LV� HQJDJHG� LQ� PDQ\� VSLULWXDO� DQG�
FKDULWDEOH�DFWLYLWLHV��
�
)URP� HDUO\� FKLOGKRRG� 6XGKDPDQL� GHYHORSHG� DQ� LQWHQVH� ORYH�� DQG� GHYRWLRQ� WR� /RUG�
.ULVKQD��8QXVXDO� LQWHUHVW� DQG� GHGLFDWLRQ� WR� WKH� GHLW\� OHG� KHU� WR� FORVHU� UHODWLRQVKLS�
ZLWK� WKH� GHLW\�ZKLFK� ILOOHG� KHU�ZLWK� WKH� GLYLQH� JUDFHV� LQ� DEXQGDQFH�� 2YHUZKHOPHG�
ZLWK� GLYLQH� EOLVV�� IHHOLQJ� RI� LQQHU� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� /RUG� .ULVKQD�� VKH� VWDUWHG�
WUDQVIRUPLQJ�KHU�IHDWXUHV�DQG�PRYHPHQWV�OLNH�WKDW�RI�.ULVKQD�+LPVHOI��DVVXPLQJ�WKH�
QDWXUH�RI�.ULVKQD� ��.ULVKQD�%KDYD���� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� UHDFK� WKLV� VWDWH� RI� WUDQVFHQGHQFH�
VKH�KDV�GHFLGHG�WR�ORYH�DQG�VHUYH�KHU�GHYRWHHV��DV�D�PRWKHU�DQG��WKXV��VKH�VWDUWHG�
DVVXPLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�0RWKHU����³7KHVH�GLYLQH�EKDYDV�DUH�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WKH�
H[WHUQDO�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�KHU�LQFHVVDQW�2QHQHVV�ZLWK�WKH�6XSUHPH�´���6KH�XVHG�WR�GUHVV�
XS� DV� .ULVKQD� RU� 'HYL� GXULQJ� KHU� EKDYDV� VR� WKDW� GHYRWHHV� PD\� GLVWLQJXLVK� WKH�
EKDYDV�DQG�SUD\�DFFRUGLQJO\��7KLV�EHFDPH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�JUHDW�PRYHPHQW��DQG�
GHYRWHHV�EHJDQ�WR�IORFN�WR�KHU�IRU�KHU�GDUVDQ�DQG�WR�EH�UHOLHYHG�RI�WKHLU�SUREOHPV���
�
0DQ\�RI�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L
V�IROORZHUV�EHOLHYH�LQ�KHU�SRZHUV�WR�SHUIRUP�PLUDFOHV��)RU�
LQVWDQFH��VKH�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�WKDW�VKH�LV�RIWHQ�DVNHG�E\�KHU�GHYRWHHV�WR�
SHUIRUP� PLUDFOHV�� 6KH� JRHV� RQ� WR� VD\� WKDW� ZDWHU� ZDV� PLUDFXORXVO\� FKDQJHG� LQWR�
SDQFKDPUXWKDP��D�VZHHW�GULQN�RIWHQ�SUHSDUHG�IRU�+LQGX�UHOLJLRXV�FHUHPRQLHV��LQ�KHU�
SUHVHQFH�DQG� WKDW�KHU�GHYRWHHV�ZHUH�DEOH� WR� OLJKW� ODPSV�RXW�RI�FRQFKHV� ILOOHG�ZLWK�
ZDWHU�� +HDULQJ� RI� VXFK�PLUDFOHV� DWWULEXWHG� WR� KHU� FDXVHV�PDQ\� SHRSOH� WR� EHFRPH�
VFHSWLFDO�RI�KHU�SRZHUV�ZKLOH�IXHOOLQJ�PRUH�GHYRWLRQ�LQ�RWKHUV��$PULWDQDQGDPD\L��KHU�
IROORZHUV�DQG�WKHLU�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DERYH�FULWLFLVP��0DQ\�ZULWHUV�DQG�VRFLDO�
DFWLYLVWV� �PRVWO\� UDWLRQDOLVWV� DQG� DWKHLVWV�� KDYH� H[SUHVVHG� GRXEWV� DERXW� KHU� GLYLQH�
SRZHUV���
�
$PPD�DV�WKH�µKXJJLQJ�VDLQW¶���LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DQ�HPERGLPHQW�RI�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�
WR�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��7KURXJK�KHU� VSHFLDO�KXJJLQJ�VKH�H[SUHVVHV� WKH�RXWIORZ�RI�GLYLQH�

                                           
18

 Amritaswarupananada, Mata Amritananadamayi, 88. 
19

 Amritaswarupananda, From Amma’s Heart, 82. 
20

 Amritaswarupananda, Mata Amritanandamayi, 202. 
21

 Amritanandamayi is known to the world media as 'the hugging saint'. She offers warm hugs to everyone 

who approaches her and in India she has been known to have individually hugged over 50,000 people in a 
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ORYH� WRZDUGV� WKH� HQWLUH� FUHDWLRQ� � LQ� DQ� DOO�HQFRPSDVVLQJ� VSLULW� DQG� LQ� D� WRWDO�
LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK�DOO��7KH�HPEUDFLQJ�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFW�EXW�LW�LV�WKH�ORYH�
VKH�IHHOV�IRU�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�IORZLQJ�WRZDUG�HDFK�SHUVRQ��7KH�YLEUDWLRQ�RI�WKDW�ORYH�ZKLFK�
LV� WKH� XQLYHUVDO� ODQJXDJH� SXULILHV� WKH� UHFHLYHUV� DQG� KHOSV� WKHP� LQ� WKHLU� LQQHU�
DZDNHQLQJ�DQG�VSLULWXDO�JURZWK����7KLV�ORYH�LV�EHLQJ�PDGH�UHDO�WKURXJK�WKH�QXPHURXV�
FKDULWDEOH� DQG� KXPDQLWDULDQ� HQGHDYRXUV� FRYHULQJ� D� ZLGH� UDQJH� RI� FRPPXQLW\�
ZHOIDUH��KHDOWK�FDUH��HGXFDWLRQ��VSLULWXDOLW\�DQG�JOREDO�PLVVLRQ�JLYLQJ�ULVH�WR�D�KXJH�
HPSLUH�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQV��+HQFH�0DWD�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�LV�ZLGHO\�UHVSHFWHG�DV�D�ORYLQJ�
KXPDQLWDULDQ� DQG� D� OLYLQJ� VDLQW�� $PULWDQDQGDPD\L� 0DWK� �$VKUDP�� NQRZQ� DV�
$PULWDSXUL��H[HFXWHV�YDULRXV�FKDULWDEOH�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�SURMHFWV���
�
$PPD¶V� YLVLRQ� IRU� EXLOGLQJ� D� QHZ� NLQG� RI� +LQGX� WHPSOH� WKDW� ZRXOG� KHOS� WR� UH�
HVWDEOLVK�WUXH�VSLULWXDOLW\�DV�D�YLWDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�+LQGX�FXOWXUH�EHFDPH�D�UHDOLW\�ZKHQ�
VKH� FRQVHFUDWHG� WKH� ILUVW�%UDKPDVWKDQDP� WHPSOH� LQ� .RGXQJDOOXU�� 6LQFH� WKDW� WLPH��
$PPD�KDV�FRQVHFUDWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�WZHOYH�QHZ�WHPSOHV�WKURXJKRXW�,QGLD�LQ�KHU�HIIRUW�
WR� UH�HVWDEOLVK� WKH� 9HGLF� WUXWKV� DQG�PRUDO� RUGHU� RI� WKH� ,QGLDQ� FXOWXUH���� ,Q� ������
$PPD�KDG�FKDOOHQJHG�WUDGLWLRQDO�+LQGXLVP�E\�DOORZLQJ�SULHVWHVVHV�WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�
WZR�RI�KHU�WHPSOHV��DOWKRXJK�D�QXPEHU�RI�+LQGX�SULHVWV�DQG�VFKRODUO\�SXQGLWV�YRLFHG�
RSSRVLWLRQ��6KH�FRQVHFUDWHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ� WHPSOHV�DQG�HPSRZHUHG�KHU�ZRPHQ�
UHQXQFLDWHV� WR� VWXG\� DQG� EHFRPH� SXMDULQLV�� RU� SULHVWHVVHV���� ,Q� VR� GRLQJ� $PPD��
KHUVHOI�KDLOLQJ�IURP�WKH�ILVKHUPHQ�FDVWH��KDV�JLYHQ�D�FODULRQ�FDOO�WR�+LQGX�ZRPHQ�WR�
DZDNH�IURP�WKH�GHJUDGLQJ�FDVWH�KLHUDUFK\�ERXQG�+LQGX�RUWKRGR[\���
�
,W�LV�FODLPHG�WKDW�³$OWKRXJK�$PPD�LV�UH�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�9HGLF�WUDGLWLRQ�LQ�,QGLD��VKH�
LV� QRW� WU\LQJ� WR� PDNH� FRQYHUWV� RXW� RI� WKRVH� ZKR� FRPH� WR� KHU�� 6KH� KRQRXUV� DQG�
EOHVVHV�DOO�WUDGLWLRQV��+HQFH�SHRSOH�IURP�QXPHURXV�UHOLJLRXV�WUDGLWLRQV�KDYH�JRQH�WR�

                                                                                                                              
single day, sitting sometimes for over 20 hours. Worldwide, Amritanandamayi is said to have hugged at 

least 30 million people in the past 30 years. Recently, an outbreak of measles was signalled in Australia by 

the West Australian Department of Health and is reported to have been spread by Amritanandamayi and 

her followers largely due to her practice of hugging followers which the Ashram authorities denied. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mata_Amritanandamayi, downloaded on 18-08-06. 
22

 Amritaswarupananda, From Amma’s Heart, 94. 
23

 Cornell, Amma, 104. 
24 Women have been offering Vedic sacrifices on festivals since the time of Upasani Baba, the principal 

disciple of Shridi Sai Baba. Because of this and the training given to the nuns, Upasani Baba has been 

viewed by some as the restorer of Hindu women to a place of dignity in the ritual and intellectual life of 

Hinduism, lost to them since the Vedic Age. With Upasani Baba and “Mata” Godavari as their preceptors, 

a number of young women entered the ashram as nuns or Kanyas and offered themselves entirely to the 

devotional life.  
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KHU� WR� UHFHLYH� KHU� EOHVVLQJ� RI� XQFRQGLWLRQDO� ORYH�´��� +RZHYHU�� DV� 3DUDPWKRWWX�
REVHUYHV��VHHPLQJO\�WKLV�PRYHPHQW�HQMR\V�SROLWLFDO�SDWURQDJH�IURP�SURPLQHQW�+LQGX�
SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�OHDGHUV�WR�WKH�PL[LQJ�XS�RI�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�SROLWLFV�WR�FHUWDLQ�
HQGV�����
�
5HOLJLRXV�0RYHPHQWV��9HGDQWD�DQG�WKH�*XUXV�
,W� LV�9HGDQWD� WKH�SHUHQQLDO� SKLORVRSK\�ZKLFK�SURYLGHV� WKH�EDVLV� IRU�+LQGX� UHOLJLRQ��
WKH�ROGHVW�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�UHOLJLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WRGD\��7KH�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�DWWHPSW�
WR�UHFDSWXUH�WKLV�SHUHQQLDO�VSLULW�DQG�PDNH�+LQGXLVP�D�OLYLQJ�UHDOLW\�IRU�WKH�PRGHUQ�
PDQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�GRPLQDQW�+LQGX�EHOLHI�9HGDQWD��WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�LPSHUVRQDO�
*RG�FDOOHG�%UDKPDQ��+HQFH�WKH�ZRUOG�ZH�OLYH�LQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+LQGXLVP�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�
DQ� DSSHDUDQFH� �PD\D��� KDYLQJ� QR� XOWLPDWH� YDOXH�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKH� +LQGX� JXUXV�
FODLP�WR�RIIHU�SHRSOH�WUDQVFHQGHQFH�DQG�PHDQLQJ�WR�OLIH��ZKLFK�:HVWHUQ�PDWHULDOLVP�
KDV�FUXHOO\�GHQLHG�WKHP�����
�
7KH�DQFLHQW�WHDFKLQJ�ZDV�JLYHQ�LPSHWXV�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH�ILUVW�:RUOG�3DUOLDPHQW�RI�
5HOLJLRQV�ZDV�KHOG� LQ�&KLFDJR��$V�5REHUWVRQ�REVHUYHV�6ZDPL�9LYHNDQDQGD�FDPH�WR�
UHSUHVHQW�,QGLD��EXW�SDUWLFXODUO\�WR�LQWURGXFH�WKH�9HGDQWLF�WHDFKLQJ�WR�WKH�:HVW��+H�
PDGH�PDQ\�FRQYHUWV�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�QXPHURXV�FHQWUHV�IRU�WKH�VWXG\�RI�SKLORVRSKLF�
+LQGXLVP����(YHU�VLQFH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�7UDQVFHQGHQWDO�0HGLWDWLRQ��'LYLQH�/LJKW�
0LVVLRQ��+DUH�.ULVKQD�0RYHPHQW�KDYH�SUROLIHUDWHG��%HVLGHV�WKHVH��VHOI�VW\OHG�VZDPLV�
DQG�JXUXV�PDLQWDLQ�WKHLU�RZQ�FHQWUHV�RI�9HGDQWLF�WHDFKLQJ��
�
,Q�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��6DL�%DED��$PULWDQDQGDPD\L��5DYL�6DQNDU�DQG�RWKHUV�FDUU\�RQ�ZLWK�
OHJDF\�RI�9HGDQWLF� WHDFKLQJ��6DL�%DED�EHOLHYHV� LQ�1LUJXQD� �DWWULEXWHOHVV��%UDKPDQ��
7KH� 1LUJXQD� KDV� 6DJXQD� �ZLWK� TXDOLWLHV�� DVSHFW� RQO\� DV� D� KHOS� WR� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH�
VSLULWXDOO\� LPPDWXUH� WR� UHDFK� WKH�1LUJXQD� %UDKPDQ�� 2QO\� WKH�1LUJXQD� %UDKPDQ� LV�
UHDO�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKLFK�LV�XQUHDO�LV�VXSHULPSRVHG�RQ�%UDKPDQ��0DQ�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�RI�
GLYLQH�QDWXUH��6DOYDWLRQ�LV�WKH�PHUJHU�RI�WKH�VHOI��DWPDQ��ZLWK�WKH�%UDKPDQ��6DL�KDV�

                                           
25

  Cornell, Amma 110. 
26

 Paramthottu, “Mata Amrtanadamayi: An Embodiment of the ‘Embracing’ Sainthood,” 360. 
27 Ankerberg & Weldon, Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs, 221. In truth, however, both Hinduism and 

materialism end in exactly the same place: nihilism. Hinduism also teaches that Brahman exists ‘beneath’ 

this illusory universe and, thus, resides in the material creation, including man. This explains why the goal 

of Hinduism is to go inward, into one’s consciousness, to mystically discover that one’s true nature is one 

essence with God, or Brahman.  
28

 Robertson., What the Cults Believe, 136.   
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VDLG� ³,� DP� *RG� DQG� \RX� DUH� DOVR� *RG�� 7KHUH� LV� ODWHQW� GLYLQLW\� LQ� XV�� 7KH� RQO\�
GLIIHUHQFH�LV�WKDW�\RX�DQG�,�DUH�JRGV�DQG�\RX�GR�QRW�NQRZ�LW�´���,I�RQH�LV�DOUHDG\�JRG��
WKHQ� WR� VHHN� D� JRG� RXWVLGH� RQHVHOI� PD\� VRXQG� IRROLVK� DQG� FRXOG� EH� VSLULWXDOO\�
GHVWUXFWLYH��
�
6DL�%DED�KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�9HGDSDWKDVKDOD� WR� WHDFK�6DQVNULW�6FULSWXUHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�
WKH� VWXG\� RI� ,QGLDQ� VSLULWXDOLW\� DQG� FXOWXUHV�� +H� RUJDQLVHV� PDQ\� IHVWLYDOV� OLNH�
*XUXSXUQLPD� DQG� 6DL� %LUWKGD\� FHOHEUDWLRQV� LQ� KLV� $KDUDP�� 6DL� FDOLPV� WR� EH� DQ�
DYDWDU�7KXUVGD\� LV�D� VSHFLDO�GD\� IRU�6DL�ZRUVKLS��'HYRWHHV�SUDLVH�DQG�ZRUVKLS�KLP�
ZLWK� 6DL� %KDMDQV�� 7KH� TXHVWLRQ�� LI� 6DL� EHOLHYHV� LQ� WKH� 1LUJXQD� %UDKPDQ�� WKH�
DWWULEXWHOHVV�UHDO�EH\RQG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�ZRUVKLS��KRZ�FDQ�KH�SHUPLW�KLPVHOI�WR�
EH�ZRUVKLSSHG"� UHPDLQV�XQDQVZHUHG��+H�KDV� WKH�FHQWUDO�FRPPDQG�DQG�KH�SHUPLWV�
WKH�LGROL]DWLRQ��+HQFH��IRU�WHQV�RI�PLOOLRQV�RI�SHRSOH�DURXQG�WKH�JOREH�KH�LV�DQ�REMHFW�
RI�ZRUVKLS�DV�WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RI�WKH�DOPLJKW\�LQ�VSLWH�RI�EHLQJ�DQ�RUGLQDU\�PRUWDO��
�
/LNH�WKH�QHR�YHGDQWLQ�6ZDPL�9LYHNDQDGD��6UL�6UL�5DYL�6DQNDU�ZDQWV�WR�EULQJ�DOO�WKH�
UHOLJLRXV� WUDGLWLRQV� WRJHWKHU�� E\� XVLQJ� WUDGLWLRQDO� YHGLF� YDOXHV� WR� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH�
VSLULWXDO�DZDNHQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�:HVW��$YGHHII��FRQVLGHUV�WKLV�SURMHFW�
RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�DV�D�SURMHFW�RI�³9HGDQWLVDWLRQ´�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�UHOLJLRXV�WUDGLWLRQV����,Q�
,QGLD��5DYL�6DQNDU� FRPHV�DFURVV� UHDOO\�ZHOO� LQ� WKH�PHGLD�DQG�DSSHDUV� UHJXODUO\�RQ�
WKH� +LQGX� UHOLJLRXV� FKDQQHO� 6DPVNDU�� DQG� LV� RPQLSUHVHQW� LQ� WKH� KLJK� FLUFXODWLRQ�
GDLOLHV��+H�FODLPV�D� ODUJH� IROORZLQJ�ZRUOGZLGH�DQG�KDV�D�SROLWLFDOO\�EDFNHG�SRZHUIXO�
PRYHPHQW�LQ�,QGLD�WRGD\��
��
6UL�5DYL�6DQNDU� LQVLVWV�WKDW�SHRSOH�PXVW�JDWKHU�DV�RIWHQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�WR�GR�VDWVDQJ��
'XULQJ�VDWVDQJ�SHRSOH�VLQJ�EKDMDQV�GLUHFWHG� WR�JRGV�DQG�DOVR� WR� WKH�*XUX�KLPVHOI��
7KH�PDLQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�EKDNWL� LQ�WKH�5DYL�6DQNDU�PRYHPHQW��UHPDLQV�WKH�GHYRWLRQ�
WR� WKH� *XUX�� 7KH� PDVWHU� WHDFKHV� WKH� VXUUHQGHU� WR� *RG�� EXW� KH� DOVR� WHDFKHUV� WKH�
VXUUHQGHU�WR�KLPVHOI��2Q�RFFDVLRQV�OLNH�*XUX�-D\DQWL��ELUWK�DQQLYHUVDU\��WKH�GHYRWHHV�
FOHDUO\� LGHQWLI\� 6UL� 5DYL� 6DQNDU� ZLWK� /RUG� .ULVKQD�� 0RUHRYHU�� GXULQJ� WKH� *XUX�
3XUQLPD�GHYRWHHV�ZRUVKLS�6UL�5DYL�6DQNDU��)RU�PDQ\�GHYRWHHV�KH�LV�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�
DQ�HPERGLPHQW�RI�GLYLQH� ORYH��+H� LV� IUHTXHQWO\�SUHVHQWHG�DV�³DV�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�DV�

                                           
29

 Sathya Sai Baba, Sathyam Shivam Sundaram, 112. 

30 Avdeeff, “Sri Sri Ravi Sankar and the Art of Spreading Awareness over the World,” 335.  



Sebastian Alakkappilly 
New Religious Movements and Gurus 

ASVATTHA: International Journal of Culture, Philosophy & Theology 

No: 17 10
th

 March 2007 

13 

-HVXV��DV�SOD\IXO�DV�/RUG�.ULVKQD�DQG�DV�HUXGLWH�DV�$GL�6DQNDUD�´���$OO�WKHVH�IRUPV�RI�
EKDNWL�XOWLPDWHO\�VHUYH�WKH�FXOW�RI�WKH�*XUX�LQ�WKH�$UW�RI�/LYLQJ��
�
1RZ�$PPD��³+RO\�0RWKHU�´�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�E\�KHU�GHYRWHHV�DV�D�GLYLQH�EHLQJ��,Q�KHU�
ELRJUDSK\�RQH�FRPHV�DFURVV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�KHUVHOI��³+DYLQJ�DWWDLQHG�
SHUIHFW�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�PLQG��,�IRXQG�WKDW�,�FRXOG�LGHQWLI\�P\VHOI�ZLWK�DQ\�DVSHFW�RI�
WKH� 'LYLQH� ZKLFK� ,� FKRVH� E\� P\� RZQ� ZLOO�� 6XGGHQO\� ,� UHDOL]HG� WKDW� ,� P\VHOI� DP�
'HYL�´��� 6RPH� RI� KHU� H[SUHVVLRQV� SRLQW� WR� KHU� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH�'LYLQH�� ³«� WR�
$PPD�WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�*RG��WKH�3DUDPDWPDQ��7KH�$WPDQ�DORQH�LV��$PPD�VHHV�
HYHU\WKLQJ� DV� SDUW� RI� WKH� ZKROH�� DV� DQ� H[WHQVLRQ� RI� KHU� RZQ� VHOI�´��� ,Q� KHU� GXDO�
PDQLIHVWDWLRQV� RI� .ULVKQD�EKDYD� DQG�'HYL�EKDYD� VKH� DVVXPHV� WKH� GLYLQLW\� RI� /RUG�
.ULVKQD� DV� VXSUHPH� VHOI� DQG� UHDOL]HV� KHUVHOI�� WKH� 8QLYHUVDO� 0RWKHU� DV� � DYDWDUD� RI�
'HYL�FRPPDQGLQJ�ZRUVKLS�E\�WKH�GHYRWHHV���
�
+LVWRU\� LV� ZLWQHVV� WR� WKH� WUDGLWLRQ� RI� JRGPHQ� FODLPLQJ� WR� EH� JRGV� DQG� KHQFH�
FRQVLGHULQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�ZRUVKLSIXO�EHLQJV�7KH�GHWKURQHG�OHDGHU�RI�WKH��'LYLQH�
/LJKW� 0LVVLRQ� 6UL� %DO\RJHVKZDU� �*XUX� 0DKDUDM� -L�� NQRZQ� DV� WKH� ³3HUIHFW� 0DVWHU´�
FODLPHG� WKDW� KH� ZDV� -HVXV� &KULVW� FRPH� DJDLQ� DQG� .ULVKQD� UHLQFDUQDWHG�� 0LOOLRQV�
EHOLHYHG�KLP�DQG�VXUUHQGHUHG�WKHLU�PLQGV�WR�KLP�DQG�FRQVLGHUHG�KLP�WR�EH�*RG��,Q�
VSLWH� RI� KLV� GHQXQFLDWLRQV� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO� SKLORVRSK\�� UHOLJLRQ�� PRUDOLW\� DQG� LGHDOV��
WKHUH� DUH� WHQV� RI� WKRXVDQGV�� ZKR� KDYH� DFFHSWHG� 5DMQHHVK� DV� %KDJDYDQ� �*RG�����
7KH\� FRQVLGHU� KLP�QRW� DV� D� SHUVRQ� EXW� WKH� GLYLQLW\� SHUVRQLILHG�� $V� DQ� (QOLJKWHQHG�
2QH��KH�LV�RQH�ZLWK�,QILQLW\��WKH�7RWDOLW\���
�
7KH�SURFHVV�RI�GHLILFDWLRQ�DQG�ZRUVKLS�LV�D�UHDOLW\�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�PRVW�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
JXUXV�� +RZHYHU�� LW� LV� VDLG� RI� 5DPDQD� 0DKDUVKL� RI� $UXQDFKDOD�� D� YHGDQWLQ� RI� KLJK�
VSLULWXDO�HFVWDV\�DQG�HQOLJKWHQPHQW��WKDW�KH�QHYHU�DOORZHG�DQ\ERG\�WR�WUHDW�KLP�DV�D�
VSHFLDO� SHUVRQ� DQG� ZRUVKLS� KLP�� 6UL� 5DPDQD�� ZLGHO\� DGPLUHG� DV� D� µUHDOLVHG� 6HOI¶��
WDXJKW�WKDW�*RG�DQG�6HOI�DUH�V\QRQ\PV�IRU�WKH�LPPDQHQW�UHDOLW\�ZKLFK�LV�GLVFRYHUHG�
E\�6HOI�UHDOLVDWLRQ��7KXV�UHDOLVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HOI�LV�UHDOLVDWLRQ�RI�*RG��7KH�UHDOLVDWLRQ�LV�
QRW�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�*RG��UDWKHU�LW�LV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�RQH�LV�*RG���6HOI�LV�WKH�

                                           
31

 Avdeeff, “Sri Sri Ravi Sankar and the Art of Spreading Awareness over the World,” 332. 
32

 Amritaswarupananda, Mata Amritanandamayi, 143. 
33

 Amritaswarupananda, Awaken Children, 77.  
34

 Magalwadi, The World of Gurus, 143. 
35

 Godman, ed., Be as You Are, 193. 
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JXUX����%HFDXVH�RQH�LGHQWLILHV�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�WKH�ERG\��KH�WKLQNV�WKDW�WKH�JXUX�LV�DOVR�D�
ERG\��:LWK�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKLV�VHQVH�RI�GXDOLW\��LJQRUDQFH�LV�UHPRYHG�DQG�RQH�
DFKLHYHV�6HOI�UHDOLVDWLRQ����+H�FODLPHG�WKDW�IURP�WKH�VWDQGSRLQW�RI�WKH�6HOI��WKHUH�LV�
QR�ELUWK� RU� GHDWK��QR�KHDYHQ�RU�KHOO�� DQG�QR� UHLQFDUQDWLRQ���� )RU� HWHUQLW\� LV� LQ� WKH�
µQRZ�¶�
�
7KH� FODLP� WR� EH� DQ� LQFDUQDWLRQ� RI� 5DPD�� .ULVKQD� RU� DQ\� RWKHU� GHLW\� E\� WKH� JXUXV�
VHHP� WR� EH� LQFRQVLVWHQW� ZLWK� WKH� 9HGDQWD� LGHDO�� 7KH� JXUXV� ZKR� EHOLHYH� LQ� WKH�
RQHQHVV�RI�DOO�UHDOLW\�EHFRPH�LQFRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�PDNH�QR�VHQVH�LQ�
WKH�PRQLVWLF�SKLORVRSK\��,Q�VSLWH�RI�DOO�LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV�LQ�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJV��WRGD\�*XUXV�
KDYH�EHFRPH�SRSXODU�HYHU\ZKHUH�DV�D�ZRUOGZLGH�IRUFH�WR�EH�UHFNRQHG�ZLWK��0LOOLRQV�
RI�SHRSOH��\RXQJ�DQG�ROG��ULFK�DQG�SRRU��LOOLWHUDWH�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWHG��ERZ�EHIRUH�WKHP�
EHOLHYLQJ� LQ� WKHP� FRPSOHWHO\� DQG� IROORZLQJ� WKHLU� IRRWVWHSV� IDLWKIXOO\�� $V�0DJDOZDGL�
REVHUYHV��WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�JXUXV�V\PEROL]HV�WZR�WKLQJV�ERWK�LQ�WKH�(DVW�DQG�LQ�WKH�
:HVW���ILUVW��D�UHVXUJHQFH�RI�WKH�SHUHQQLDO�TXHVW�RI�PDQ�DQG�VHFRQG��D�VWUXJJOH�IRU�
QHZ�IRUP�RI�FXOWXUH��+H�LGHQWLILHV�LW�DV�D�VWUXJJOH�IRU�FXOWXUDO�LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�,QGLD�
DQG�DV�D�VWUXJJOH�IRU�D�FRXQWHU�FXOWXUH�LQ�WKH�:HVW�����
�
:KDW�WKH�QHZ�UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�HIIHFW�DUH�DFKLHYLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�UHGLVFRYHU\�RI�
9HGDQWD�LV�WKH�PRGHUQL]DWLRQ�RI�+LQGXLVP��0RVW�KDYH�WHQGHG�WR�HPSKDVL]H�FRQGXFW�
RU� H[SHULHQFH� RYHU� VFULSWXUDO� DXWKRULW\�� DQG� WR� GH�HPSKDVL]H� FDVWH� DQG� WKH� ULWXDO�
LQIHULRULW\� RI� WKH� IHPDOH�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKH� QHZ� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� KDYH� LQGXFHG� DQ�
XSZDUG� UHYLVLRQ� RI� WKH� VWDWXV� RI�ZRPHQ�� 7KH�+DUH�.ULVKQD�0RYHPHQW� WHQGV� WR� EH�
PRUH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�LQ�WKLV�UHVSHFW�ZKLOH�WKH�QHR�6DQQ\DVD�RI�5DMQHHVK�LV�YHU\�OLEHUDO��
DQG�LQ�WKH�VHFW�RI�%UDKPDNXPDULV�ZRPHQ�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�VSLULWXDOO\�VXSHULRU�WR�PHQ��
$OO�WKHVH�KDYH�KDG�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�PDNLQJ�+LQGXLVP�D�PLVVLRQDU\�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�HIIHFW��DQG�
PRVW�KDYH�VKRZQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�VRFLDO�FRQFHUQ��7KLV�HYDQJHOLVWLF�DVSHFW�ZKLFK�ZDV�OHVV�
PDUNHG�LQ�WKH�SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHFRPH�WKH�WUDGHPDUN�
WRGD\�� :KHUHDV� WKH� SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH� QHZ� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� ZHUH� FRQFHUQHG�
ZLWK�SUHYHQWLQJ�FRQYHUVLRQV�IURP�+LQGXLVP��PDQ\�RI�WKH�SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH�UHOLJLRXV�
PRYHPHQWV� DUH� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� SURPRWLQJ� FRQYHUVLRQV� WR� LW�� HVSHFLDOO\� IURP� WKH�

                                           
36

 Godman, Be as You Are, 91. 
37

 Godman, Be as You Are, 95. 
38

 Godman, Be as You Are, 186. 
39

  Magalwadi, The World of Gurus, 5. 
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:HVW���� 0HDQZKLOH� WKH� LQODQG� FRQYHUVLRQV� XQGHU� WKH� SDWURQDJH� RI� VRPH� RI� WKHVH�
PRYHPHQWV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�ZLQJV�DUH�YHU\�PXFK�DFWLYH���
�
&RQFOXVLRQ��
,Q� JHQHUDO�� WKH� QHZ� 5HOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV� DUH� SDWURQL]HG� HVVHQWLDOO\� E\� WKH� XUEDQ�
PLGGOH�FODVVHV��ERWK�ORZHU�DQG�XSSHU��$OWKRXJK�WKHLU�PHPEHUVKLS�LV�QRW�UHVWULFWHG�WR�
WKLV�FODVV��WKH�EXON�RI�IROORZHUV�GR�EHORQJ�WR�LW��7KH�IROORZLQJ�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�LV�SDQ�
,QGLDQ� DQG� FXWV� DFURVV� UHJLRQDO� OLQHV��0DQ\� RI� WKH� QHZ� UHOLJLRXV�PRYHPHQWV� KDYH�
PDGH�D�JUHDWHU�LPSDFW�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�FRQWDFW�EH\RQG�,QGLD�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�DQG�VRPH�
KDYH�GRQH�VR�LQ�D�PDMRU�ZD\��0RYHPHQWV�OLNH�+DUH�.ULVKQD��7KH�'LYLQH�/LJKW�0LVVLRQ�
DQG� WKH� 7UDQVFHQGHQWDO�0HGLWDWLRQ� DQG� RWKHUV� KDYH� JRW� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� (XURSH� DQG�
$PHULFD� DQG� RSHUDWH� IURP� WKH�:HVW�� 6XFK� LQWHUQDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ� KDV� KDG� D� SURIRXQG�
HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�+LQGX�ZRUOG�YLHZ�� LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW� LW�KDV�VSHHGHG�XS�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�+LQGXLVP�IURP�DQ�HWKQLF�LQWR�D�XQLYHUVDOLVWLF�UHOLJLRQ���
�
$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�:HVW��PDQ\�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQWV�WKHPVHOYHV�VHHP�WR�
UHVSRQG�WR�DQG�WUDQVPLW�ZKDW�LV�FDOOHG�µGHPRQVWUDWLRQ�HIIHFW¶�E\�HFRQRPLVWV��QDPHO\��
WKH�LPLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�:HVW�LQ�PDWWHUV�RI�ERWK�FRQVXPSWLRQ�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ����&DWHULQJ�
WR� WKH� :HVWHUQ� DQG� $PHULFDQ� SXEOLF�� VRPH� RI� WKHVH� PRYHPHQWV� WXUQ� RXW� WR� EH�
WKULYLQJ�FRPPHUFLDO�FHQWUHV�RI�FHUWDLQ�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV��
�
6LPLODUO\��PRVW�RI�WKH�QHZ�PRYHPHQWV�KDYH�D�PDMRU�VRFLDO�VHUYLFH�FRPSRQHQW�ZKLFK�
ILQGV� H[SUHVVLRQ� LQ� WKH� VHWWLQJ�XS�RI� VFKRROV� DQG� FROOHJHV�� 7KH�6DL�%DED�DQG�0DWD�
$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�PRYHPHQWV�DUH�YHU\�VWURQJ�LQ�WKLV�UHVSHFW��$PULWD� LV�EHFRPLQJ�D�
NQRZQ�QDPH�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�PHGLFDO�FDUH��7KH�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�KHOSV�
GRPLQDWH�RU� LQIOXHQFH� WKH�SROLWLFDO�VFHQH�DQG�DGRSW�SROLWLFR�OHJDO�PHDVXUHV�VXFK�DV�
ODZV�WR�GHQ\�WKH�SULYLOHJHV�GXH�WR�WKH�ORZHU�FODVVHV�WR�VWRS�WKHP�IURP�DWWUDFWLRQ�DQG�
FRQYHUVLRQ�WR�RWKHU�UHOLJLRQV��
�
7KH�ZD\�UHOLJLRXV�UHIRUP�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�,QGLD�DUH�RUJDQLVHG�RZH�PXFK�WR�WKH�LPSDFW�
RI� (XURSHDQ�PLVVLRQDU\�PRYHPHQWV�� 7KHUH�ZDV�D� UXQQLQJ�EDOOHW� EHWZHHQ�&KULVWLDQ�
0LVVLRQV�DQG�,QGLDQ�UHOLJLRQV� LQ�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�DQG�WR�PHHW�WKLV�FKDOOHQJH��
H[SRQHQWV� RI� ,QGLDQ� UHOLJLRQV� DSSURSULDWHG� PXFK� RI� WKH� VW\OH� RI� WKHLU� PLOLWDQW�
                                           
40 Kinsley, Hinduism: A Cultural Perspective, 23.  
41

 Kindleberger, Economic Development,140-2. 
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LGHRORJ\�DQG�WKHLU�HPEDWWOHG�PLVVLRQDU\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��%XW��LQ�D�PRUH�SRVLWLYH�ZD\��
WKH\�DOVR�EHJDQ�WR�LPLWDWH�WKH�FRUSRUDWH�OLIH�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\��LWV�FRPPXQLW\�SUD\HU��LWV�
PRQDVWLFLVP�DQG��DOVR�VRPH�RI�LWV�UHOLJLRVLW\��LWV�FRQFHSWV�RI�VLQ��JXLOW��WKH�QHHG�IRU�
UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�JUDFH��,W�FDQ��RI�FRXUVH��EH�DUJXHG�WKDW�VXFK�PLPHVLV�ZDV�D�VLJQ�RI�
LQVHFXULW\�DQG�WKDW�RXW�RI�WKLV�GHIHQVLYHQHVV�VSUDQJ�PRGHUQ�+LQGX�IXQGDPHQWDOLVP����
�
$V� HYLGHQW�� PRVW� RI� WKH� SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH� QHZ� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� KDG� WKHLU�
IXQFWLRQ��DQVZHULQJ�WR�WKH�H[LVWHQWLDO�QHHGV�RI�SHRSOH��7KH�QHHG�RI�WKH�SHULRG�ZDV�WR�
PDNH�+LQGXLVP�UHOHYDQW�DQG�SDODWDEOH�WR�WKH�HGXFDWHG�+LQGXV�DQG�WR�PDNH�+LQGXLVP�
D� OLYLQJ� UHOLJLRQ�� 7KHVH� PRYHPHQWV� GLG� IXOILO� WKLV� IXQFWLRQ�� &RQVHTXHQWO\�� WKLV�
GLPLQLVKHG� WKH� DWWUDFWLRQ� WR� RWKHU� UHOLJLRQV� HVSHFLDOO\� &KULVWLDQLW\�� DQG� JUDGXDOO\�
DUUHVWHG� WKH�SURFHVV� RI� FRQYHUVLRQ�DPRQJ� WKH�HOLWLVW� DQG�HGXFDWHG�JURXSV�DQG� WKH�
KLJK�FDVWH�ZKR�DEVRUEHG�WKH�WUDQVDFWHG�+LQGXLVP����7KHVH�PRYHPHQWV�H[SUHVV�WKH�
FROOHFWLYH� DQG� PHQWDO� SURGXFWLRQ� RI� D� JURXS� RIWHQ� XQGHU� WKH� OHDGHUVKLS� RI� WKH�
FKDULVPDWLF�JXUXV��7KH\�DUWLFXODWH�PRVW�FOHDUO\�WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�D�FROOHFWLYH�VXEMHFW� WR�
FRSH�ZLWK�RU�WR�WUDQVFHQG�LWV�HQYLURQPHQW��,Q�WKH�SURFHVV�WKH\�KDYH�DFKLHYHG�D�KLJK�
VWDWH�RI�DSSHDO�HVSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�UHYLYDO�RI�+LQGXLVP�IURP�ZLWKLQ�DQG�LQ�
SUHVHQWLQJ�LW�DV�XQLYHUVDO�UHOLJLRQ�IRU�DOO�WLPHV�URRWHG�LQ�WKH�SHUHQQLDO�SKLORVRSK\�RI�
9HGDQWD�� 7KHVH� UHOLJLRXV� PRYHPHQWV� DUH�� KHQFH�� H[SUHVVLRQV� RI� D� UHYLYHG� VRFLR�
UHOLJLRXV�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�SV\FKH��

                                           
42 Copley, A Study in Religious Leadership and Cultism, 9.  
43

 Ambroise, “Hindu Religious Movements,” 372. 
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�
$PEURLVH�� <�� ³+LQGX� 5HOLJLRXV� 0RYHPHQWV�� $� VRFLRORJLFDO� 3HUVSHFWLYH�´� -RXUQDO� RI�

'KDUPD�������������������
$PULWDVZDUXSDQDQDGD�� 0DWD� $PULWDQDQDGDPD\L�� $� %LRJUDSK\�� .ROODP�� 0DWD�

$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�0LVVLRQ�7UXVW��������
$PULWDVZDUXSDQDQGD��$ZDNHQ�&KLOGUHQ��'LRORJXHV�ZLWK�0DWD�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L��YRO��

���$PULWDSXUL��0DWD�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�0LVVLRQ�7UXVW��������
$PULWDVZDUXSDQDQGD�� )URP� $PPD¶V� +HDUW�� &RQYHUVDWLRQV� ZLWK� 0DWD�

$PULWDQDQGDPD\L��$PULWDSXUL��0DWD�$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�0LVVLRQ�7UXVW��������
$QNHUEHUJ��-��	�:HOGRQ��-��(QF\FORSHGLD�RI�1HZ�$JH�%HOLHIV��2UHJRQ��+DUYHVW�+RXVH�

3XEOLVKHUV��������
$YGHHII��$��³6UL�6UL�5DYL�6DQNDU�DQG�WKH�$UW�RI�6SUHDGLQJ�$ZDUHQHVV�RYHU�WKH�:RUOG��

-RXUQDO�RI�'KDUPD�������������������
&RSOH\��$��$�6WXG\�LQ�5HOLJLRXV�/HDGHUVKLS�DQG�&XOWLVP��LQ�&RSOH\��$��HG���*XUXV�DQG�

7KHLU� )ROORZHUV�� 1HZ� 5HOLJLRXV� 5HIRUP� 0RYHPHQWV� LQ� &RORQLDO� ,QGLD�� 1HZ�
'HOKL��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������

&RUQHOO��-��$PPD���$�/LYLQJ�6DLQW��1HZ�'HOKL��3HQJXLQ�%RRNV��������
+LUL\DQQD��0��(VVHQWLDOV�RI�,QGLDQ�3KLORVRSK\���/RQGRQ��8QZLQ�3DSHUEDFNV���������
-RQHV�� .�:�� 6RFLR� 5HOLJLRXV� 5HIRUP� 0RYHPHQWV� LQ� %ULWLVK� ,QGLD�� &DPEULGJH��

&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������
.LQGOHEHUJHU��&��3��(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW��1HZ�<RUN��0F*UDZ�+LOO��������
.LQVOH\��'��5��+LQGXLVP��$�&XOWXUDO�3HUVSHFWLYH��1-�� (QJOHZRRG�&OLIIV�3UHQWLFH�+DOO��

������
.XODNNDWW��$��7UDGH��3ROLWLFV�DQG�5HOLJLRQ��%DQJDORUH��'KDUPDUDP�3XEOLFDWLRQV��������
0DJDOZDGL��9��7KH�:RUOG�RI�*XUXV��1HZ�'HOKL��1LYHGLW�*RRG�%RRNV�������
0HQRQ�� $�.�� 	� � 0DOLN�� $�� ³7HVW� RI� )DLWK�� ��� <HDUV� RI� 6DW\D� 6DL� %DED�� )DLWK� DQG�

&RQWURYHUV\�´�,QGLD�7RGD\���'HFHPEHU�����������������
3DQLNNDU��.�0��7KH�)RXQGDWLRQV�RI�1HZ�,QGLD��/RQGRQ��*HRUJH�$OOHQ�	�8QZLQ��������
3DUDPWKRWWX�� -�� ³0DWD� $PUWDQDGDPD\L�� $Q� (PERGLPHQW� RI� WKH� µ(PEUDFLQJ¶�

6DLQWKRRG�´�-RXUQDO�RI�'KDUPD������������������
5REHUWVRQ��,��:KDW�WKH�&XOWV�%HOLHYH��&KLFDJR��0RRG\�3UHVV����������
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6DWK\D� 6DL� %DED�� 6DWK\DP� 6KLYDP� 6XQGDUDP� 3DUW� ��� %DQJDORUH�� 6UL� 6DWK\D� 6DL�
3XEOLFDWLRQ�DQG�(GXFDWLRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ��������

6KDUPD�� $�� ³1HZ� +LQGX� 5HOLJLRXV�0RYHPHQWV� LQ� ,QGLD�´� LQ� -DPHV� $�� %HFNIRUG� HG���
1HZ� 5HOLJLRXV� 0RYHPHQWV� DQG� 5DSLG� 6RFLDO� &KDQJH�� 1HZ� 'HOKL�� 6DJH�
3XEOLFDWLRQV��������

KWWS���ZZZ�HQ�ZLNLSHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL��³0DWDB$PULWDQDQGDPD\L�´�
KWWS���ZZZ�HQ�ZLNLSHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL��³1HZBUHOLJLRXVBPRYHPHQW�´�


